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COMMITTEES:

April 24, 1992

EXPEDITE

Mr., william K. Reilly, Administrator
VU.S. Environmental Protection Agency
401 M Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20460

"Re: EPA's Proposed Listing of ‘Richardson Flat Tailings
Tailings Site, Summlit County, Utah, on the National
?ricrzties List

Dear Mr. Reilly,

It has been brought to my attention that EPA is prop051nq to
list the Richardson Flat Tailings site in Summit County, Utah, on
the Natlonal Prioritlies List, EPA's listing of this site would
cause serlous consequences in my State and may irreparably damage
a vulnerable company that has been a major contributor to Utah's
economic strength. ,

I am particularly troubled by EPA's proposed listing of the
Richardson Flat site because such listing appears to contradict
the conclusions of EPA's own guantitative, analytical reports
concerning the site. PFor instance, I understand that EPA's 1989
Supplemental Site Inspection Report concludes. there is no release
to surface water from the Richardson Plat site, and EPA's 1988
Analytical Results Report for Ambient Air and Residential
Characterization at Prospector Square, Park City, Utah, concludes
that there is no air release of contaminants f£ram Richardson Flat
to Prospecter Square {the closest population center)

Furthermore, there do not seem to be any pressing health risks at
the Richardson Flat site, since United Park Clty Mines Company
has, at its own expense, covered almost the entire area with
topsoil, seeded and re-vegetated the area, and fenced the entire
araa.

My initial investigations suggest that a number of procedural
and substantive irregularities have cccurred in EPA's analysis of
the Richardson Flat site. I would like to review them with you
and your appropriate staff member. Please advise me of
convenient meeting dates so that I might arrange to have the
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appropriate pecple in attendance at that meeting.

In addition, I request that you carefully review and
thoroughly respond to United Park City Mines Company's detailed,
slte-specific Camments, prior to BPA's expending any funds for
Remedial Investigations, Feasibility Studles, or other additional
studies at the site. I woul e e receivin aur written
CEEEEEEEE;QE—SE_XFur agreement to honor my request. .

Thank you for you carsful attention to thig matter.
Co ally,

wo:mgp

cc:  Jack W. McGraw
Acting Regional. Administrator
* BPA Region VIII
999 Bighteenth Street, Sulta 500
Denver, CO 80202~ 2466
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